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ROADS GRADE

After 10 years of Jacinta Allan and Labor, roads across regional Victoria have been left
to ruin. An astonishing 91% of roads were rated as “poor” or “very poor” according to
the Government’s own survey last year. At a time when our roads are falling apart and
in need of major investment, we instead have roads maintenance allocation that is at a
lower level than it was in 2014/15, and down a whopping 45 per cent on what it was in
2020. In the Latrobe Valley, crucial projects like safety upgrades at the Bank Street
intersection and the Waterloo Road-Lloyd Street level crossing have been left
unfinished. Regional Victorians deserve safe roads, but under Labor’s watch we’re left
to suffer the consequences of years of underfunding and mismanagement.

HEALTH

Chronic neglect over the last 10 years mean Victoria’s health system is broken.
Hospitals are struggling to provide basic services, emergency departments are
overwhelmed, and the ambulance system is in crisis. Jacinta Allan and Labor have
starved Victorian hospitals of funding, leaving our frontline health professionals to
manage crises with dwindling resources. Despite this, Labor is forging ahead with its
disastrous plan to merge regional hospitals into five “networks”. In the Latrobe Valley,
Latrobe Regional Health (LRH) will be the hub for the whole of Gippsland, and will be
lumped with the task of providing more than 85% of care, over time, for the entire
region. The immense pressure this will place on services and staff is unconscionable,
and will ultimately lead to poorer outcomes for Gippslanders. Last year, performance
figures revealed LRH - Gippsland’s main acute mental health provider - is the worst
performing in the state.

CRIME AND POLICING

Since Jacinta Allan became Premier, criminal incidents in the Latrobe Valley have
surged, up by 7.4% for the year to September 2024. Most alarming is the fact that
offences committed by 10 to 17-year-olds have increased 30% in the region since
Jacinta Allan became Premier. The Latrobe local government area also has the highest
crime rate of any municipality outside of metropolitan Melbourne. Despite this, and
despite the state being in the grips of an unprecedented youth crime crisis, Labor
nonsensically weakened bail laws last year and increased the criminal age of
responsibility to 12. While our police bear the brunt of the crime crisis, the Allan Labor
Government has turned its back on frontline officers and refused to negotiate a fair and
reasonable wage rise. Labor’s inability to manage policing and its neglect of community
safety is costing all Victorians.




ENERGY

Jacinta Allan and Labor have had 10 years to shore-up Victoria’s energy network, and
their repeated inaction and refusal to move on shovel-ready projects mean many
people are now living in energy poverty. Labor announced the accelerated closure of
our coal-fired power stations without a plan to keep the lights on. The “revived” SEC
will not deliver enough renewable energy in time for the closure of our coal-fired power
stations. Labor said the SEC would be “brought back to Morwell”, but all we have is a
couple of employees working out of the GovHub. Meanwhile, Victorians continue to pay
the highest energy costs in the country, with wholesale electricity prices soaring by
114% year-on-year, according to the Australian Energy Regulator. Labor is fighting an
ideological war against gas, and after 10 years had failed to approve a single new
onshore conventional gas exploration permit - meaning Victorians will face daily and
monthly gas shortages from 2026.
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JOBS

Labor shut Hazelwood prematurely, shut the white paper mill at Maryvale, shut the
sustainable native timber industry, and will begin to shut the Valley’s coal-fired power
stations in 2028. The unemployment rate in Morwell is a staggering 13%, and small
Area Labour Market data shows jobs in the Valley have decreased 8% in the last 11
years. Despite this, Labor has failed time and time again to address the jobs crisis in
the Latrobe Valley, and failed dismally to plan for the impending accelerated closure of
our coal-fired power stations which will amount to thousands of jobs losses. The
Latrobe Valley Authority, which was meant to help the region with a “just transition”,
delivered nothing but a $300 million glossy brochure during its eight years of
operation. Jacinta Allan has been asked repeatedly how Labor will deliver jobs for the
Valley. Her answer? There will be, one day, jobs in offshore wind. Premier, the Latrobe
Valley doesn’t have a coastline.

INDUSTRY

After 10 years in office, the only thing Labor has to show for its efforts (or lack thereof)
in the Latrobe Valley is a long trail of broken promises. We were promised Morwell
would be the new home of electric vehicle production, with a manufacturing facility
promised along with 500 jobs, but the project was abandoned. A world-first Hydrogen
Energy Supply Chain - which converts brown coal to hydrogen gas at Loy Yang -
attracted a $2 billion investment from the Japanese Government. By Labor’s own
admission, HESC has the capacity to create “thousands of jobs”, but Minister for
Energy, Lily D’Ambrosio, has sat on her hands and jeopardised the viability of the
project by allowing her anti-coal ideology to rule over commonsense. Labor has also
refused to review existing coal-related overlays in the Latrobe Valley to unlock valuable
land for development. The coal overlays are more than 40 years old - some are
outdated, obsolete, and stifling development across the region. The overlays are
preventing construction of the transformational Traralgon by-pass, development of the
South East Traralgon Precinct, locking up land in Morwell and Hazelwood North, and
wasting hundreds of hectares of land that could be used for new industries.




HOUSING

After a decade of Labor, Victoria’s housing and homelessness crisis has never been
worse. More than 12 months since the hollow “landmark” Housing Statement, Jacinta
Allan has abandoned her pledge to deliver 80,000 new homes a year, while continuing
to raise property taxes - worsening the housing crisis. Labor allocated a minimum of
$60 million to the Latrobe Valley when its Big Housing Build was announced four years
ago, but the Latrobe local government area has actually lost 37 public housing
properties since 2018. Data from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare also
shows that 2,783 in the 2022-23 financial year - more than any other regional
municipality in the state. There is a dire shortage of all forms of housing, but the
Gippsland Homelessness Network revealed there has been a massive 60% reduction in
rental properties across Victoria that were considered affordable for households relying
on welfare payments. Billions are spent on mega city projects like the Suburban Rail
Loop to benefit metropolitan Melbourne, but when it comes to providing the bare
necessities like housing in regional Victoria, Labor goes missing time and time again.
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COST OF LIVING

Victorian families are struggling under Labor’s escalating taxes, rising bills, and out-of-
control debt. Under Jacinta Allan’s leadership, the cost-of-living has surged, leaving
hardworking Victorians worse off. The cost of food, housing, gas, electricity, and
insurances have all skyrocketed - turbocharged by a whopping 56 new or increased
taxes and Labor’s economic mismanagement. Labor’s refusal to rein in its tax-and-
spend policies has left Victorians paying the highest taxes in the country. Instead of
helping families when they need it most, Jacinta Allan has left them with less money in
their pockets and more financial stress, with no plan to pay down the state’s record
debt.

MAJOR PROJECT BLOWOUTS

Victorians are footing the bill for Labor’s mismanagement of major infrastructure
projects. With cost blowouts exceeding $40 billion, Labor’s failures are deepening the
state’s financial crisis, all while infrastructure spending in regional Victoria is at an all-
time low. Jacinta Allan’s pet project, the Suburban Rail Loop (SRL), is set to become
the most expensive infrastructure project in Victoria’s history, with a staggering price
tag of $216 billion. After a decade of cost blowouts on major metropolitan projects, it’s
regional Victorians who are being short-changed by a city-centric Labor Government
that has burdened the state with unprecedented debt that will take many generations
to repay.




